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of Graphite ore was   mined.   Quartz is yet another
mineral found mostly in Bheemunipatnam taluk, the
reserves of which are estimated to be of one million
tonnes. It is mainly used in the manufacture of glass.
M/s.  FACOR   of   Sriramnagar,   a  town in chee-
purupalle taluk of Vizianagaram makes use of this
mineral   for manufacturing   Ferro Silican.   In the
decennium of report 3,108 tonnes of quartz was
mined for   use in  manufacturing  glass and  Ferro
Silican.   The refractory units started  recently will
give a boost in the use of this mineral in the com-
ing years.     Further, about   1200 M.  Tonnes   of
China  clay,   81,000  tonnes of stealite and 1.43
tonnes of fire clay have been   mapped and scaled
besides granite   of various studs and trap rocks,
excellent material for buildings and  roads scattered
all over the district-
Forestry :    Forests occupy 4.78 lakh   hectares
covering 42.2* of the total  geographical  area of
the district. The forests are of moist dry deciduous
type.    Due to indiscriminate felling and unchecked
of grazing, lack   of regeneration programmes and
absence of even natural regeneration due to drought
and fires, the forest area in the district has become
degraded.   To stem this, regeneration programmes
have been taken up.    Teak and Coffee   plantations
are an off-shoot   of this.     In the decennium of
report, Teak plantations were raised in 2,600 hecta-
res bringing the total  area  under Teak to 4,600
hectares by 1981.   Coffee plantations were   raised
in 1,605 hectares in the decennium  bringing the
total area under Coffee to 2,038 hectares by 1981.
The district has a further potential  of 10,000  hec-
tares    and   therefore   the   plantation   should    be
taken   up as the lead sector of the Agency areas.
Bamboo area extends to 1.54 lakh hectares, scatte-
red all over the agency.   But much of the produce
of the area was cut and removed in the   decennium
for export to Rajahmundry Paper Mills for manu-
factuing paper, without initiating required regene-
ration programmes, due to which the area has   now
become   apologetic.     Cashew    plantations   were
raised in 334 hects.   in the decennium bringing the
cashew plantations area to 1,608 hectares by 1981.
In addition, under non-forestry   sector cashew was
raised in 1757 hectares in the decennium   bringing
the total area under cashew both under forest and
non-forest sectors to   6,040   hectares   by   1981.
Besides these, forests   in the district yield minor
forest produce like tamarind, nuxvomica,   myrobo-
lanes etc.   The produce is collected by tribals as a
secondary pursuit and disposed to Girijan    Corpo-

ration which has monopoly over these. The
receipts by way of forest rentals to State Exchequer
from the minor forest produce of the district
had increased to Rs. 3.55 lakhs by 1981 from
Rs. 1.48 lakhs in 1971.

Industries :    Due to the orientation of the
economy towards   agriculture,  industrial  develop-
ment had progressed on Agro-based lines.   But the
opening of Vishakhapatnam Port had given a fillip
to industrial development in the district.   As many
as 31   major and  mediunf industries   have   been
functioning with an investment  of   Rs. 190 crores
and an employment potential of 25,654 persons by
1981.   In the decennium of report, in these 18 units
were opened with an employment intake of 3,721.
Hundustan Zinc, Union   Carbide and   other   Sea
food processing firms and Cement factory are some
of the important industrial   units   startad  in   the
decennium.     But   most   of   these   industries   are
located   in   and   around Vishakhapatnam, due to
which the city  has become an industrial  island,
while the other areas especially outlying areas have
had backwash effects.  Even at Vishakhapatnam, no
ancillaries worth the   name   had   developed.   To
rectify this imbalanced growth and to accalerate
industrial development in the rural area especially
small-scale   and   cottage   industries  which   have
greater employment   potential, 7 industrial estates
were established   in   the   decennium of report and
District Industries Centre,   an institutional innova-
tion for the establishment of small and tiny indus-
trial units, opened. As a result of these endeavours,
1,113 small-scale industrial units had come up with
an employment intake of 3,724 in the decennium of
report.   By 1981   the number of small-scale units
functioning in the   district   has reached a figure of
1944 with an investment of Rs.  1,104 lakhs and an
employment potential of 11,065 persons.   These
units manufacture items like AHuminium builders,
hardware, Paints, Structural fabrications. Polythene
covers, Bread and confectionary. Synthetic deter-
gents,   pestierdes, welding eletrodes.   Refractory
bricks etc.

There were 342 registered factories functioning
in the district with 22,305 workers in 1971. The
number of factories have increased to 461 with a
worker participation of 27,839 by 1981. Of these
77 factories are Agro-based employing 28.7% of
workers, Wood & Wood products account for 55
units, Paper and Paper products 60 units, Petrolium
and Chemical group 21 units and other groups
including metal group accounting for the balance.